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A big thank you goes to Mike 
Guerriero for all his service as 
center director these past three 
years and to Cathy Stanley for all 
the many things she continues to 
do to keep the office going.  With 

only two weeks in the director’s chair, I’m still 
learning the ropes but am enjoying meeting 
more of you as you stop by the Center.  If we 
haven’t met, please stop by and introduce your-
self.  After serving on the Board of Directors for 
1-1/2 years and teaching at the school for sev-
eral years, it’s a pleasure to be serving the com-
munity in this new role.  There’s never a dull 
moment!  I’m enjoying using some of the knowl-
edge gleaned from 30+ years in the business 
world to serve this wonderful community. 

I hope to see you at our annual holiday crafts 
fair and dinner on Thursday, December 9.  The 
fair will begin in the school gym at 4:00 pm, ac-
companied by the beautiful music of the Bridge-
ville Harp Ensemble.  Dinner will be served 
around 6:00.  If your household is one of those 
that has signed up for holiday food baskets, 
you’ll pick them up with your commodities on 
December 17.  We gratefully acknowledge the 
grant from the Humboldt Funding Partnership 
that is helping us provide these food baskets as 
well as those we gave out for Thanksgiving.  
The Partnership, organized by the Mel and 
Grace McLean Foundation and the Humboldt 
Area Foundation, is also composed of County of 

Humboldt MCAH, First 5 Humboldt, Green Dia-
mond Resource Company, Humboldt Associa-
tion of Realtors, Pacific Gas and Electric, St. Jo-
seph’s Health System – Humboldt County, 
Smullin Foundation, and the Union Labor Health 
Foundation. 

Do you have a need for transportation to get 
to Fortuna or Eureka this month for shopping or 
doctor appointments?  If so, please call the 
Center and tell us your preferred day.  Our 
weekly van service was curtailed due to lack of 
ridership, but we’d like to resume the service at 
least twice per month if you need it. 

The Teen Program will be meeting on Friday, 
December 3, from 6 to 9 pm at the Center for a 
movie and snacks.  Please spread the word to 
our local teens to join coordinator Bobbie Good 
for an evening of fun. 

In the next couple of weeks, be on the look-
out for our annual fundraising letter; it will con-
tain a survey for you to return even if a donation 
isn’t possible for you this year.  Please return at 
least the survey to help 
us understand your inter-
ests and how we can 
serve you better. 

Winter is certainly 
upon us!  Some of us ex-
perienced our first snow 
of the season as of this 
writing.  Here’s hoping 
that you all stay warm 
and cozy this month and 
have a happy holiday 
season. 

 

Only Love Prevails, 
Lynne Reardon 
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Bridgeville Community Center  

Mission Statement 
 

“The Bridgeville Community Center is dedicated to 
improving the quality of life for all our community 
members.  We are committed to bringing people of all 
ages together to encourage good health, self-esteem, 
creativity, and personal development.” 

Comments and corrections are always welcome. Manage-
ment is not responsible for any errors, omissions, or other 
editorial mis-statements, intentional or otherwise. The views 
expressed by the authors do not necessarily reflect the 
Bridgeville Community Center or its staff. If you have any 
other concerns, please submit them in triplicate. 

Humboldt County Bookmobile 
 

Read A 
Book 

They Deliver 

The Bookmobile comes to Bridgeville and 
Dinsmore the second Tuesday of the month.  
 

Bookmobile: (707) 269-1990 

Bridgeville School 10:30 - 11:30 
Dinsmore (next to Laundromat) 12:15  -  2:15 
Carlotta (Martin & Shirley's)   3:30  -  4:30 

Van Ride To Town 
Notice: The Community Center 
has currently suspended town 
trips due to insufficient ridership.  The Commu-
nity Center is asking community members for in-
put as to how and when they would like van ser-
vice. Please call 777-1775 to offer your suggestions. 
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Bridgeville  
Volunteer  

Fire Company 
News 

Who are the members of the Bridgeville 
Community Center Board of Directors? 

Jim Nelson, Board President: Jessica 
Springer, Treasurer; Tammy Farmer, Sec-
retary; John Blakely; Dan Fuller; Kathleen 
Guelfo 

BVFC Incident Reports Bridgeville 
  
10/07/2010.........Med. Traffic Collision.......09:11 
10/09/2010.........Fire Vehicle Passenger...17:43 
10/14/2010.........Fire False Alarm.............10:59 
10/23/2010.........Med. Traffic Collision.......20:42 
  
Thanks to all who attended and helped educate the 
community on our first Fire Safety Day at the 
Bridgeville School! 

Senior Trip  
 

We are plan-
ning a seniors 
field trip to the 
Ferndale Rep-
ertory's produc-
tion of Amahl 
and the Night 
Visitors some-
time the week-
end of Decem-
ber 10th-12th.   
 
Shows are Friday or Saturday 8 
pm or Sunday matinee at 2 
pm.  Please call with your prefer-
ence of days and times and to re-
serve a space.  This activity is 
paid for by a grant from the Bertha 
Russ Lytel Foundation. 



 

BRIDGEVILLE CRAFT FAIR 
& HOLIDAY DINNER 

  
 

December 9, 2010, Thursday 
  

CRAFT FAIR BEGINS AT 4 PM 
  

HOLIDAY DINNER STARTS 
AT 6 PM 

  
This is a FREE community event.  Everyone is invited to this gathering that 
features local crafters, entertainment by the Bridgeville Harp Ensemble,  and 
a delicious meal shared with your friends and neighbors.  We will provide the 
main dish, potatoes, and beverages.  Please bring your favorite salads, side 
dishes or desserts as potluck. 
 
Volunteers are needed to make this event a success, so please call the office 
to sign up for set-up, cooking, and cleanup.  Table reservations for crafters 
should be made as soon as possible by calling 777-1775. 
  
 
 
HAPPY HOLIDAYS FROM ALL OF US 
AT THE BRIDGEVILLE COMMUNITY 
CENTER TO ALL OF YOU! 
 



Tai Chi Class  
Tuesdays, 5:30-6:30 

Mad River Community Center, Van 
Duzen Rd.  Across from Southern 

Trinity School 
Contact Dottie Simmons for more info 

at 777-1920 

Lynne Reardon is the new director for the Bridgeville 
Community Center. She has been a familiar face 
around Bridgeville, not only being a former board 
member for the Community Center but also an en-
thusiastic supporter of the various music programs. 
We welcome her aboard.  
 

We asked her a few questions. 
 
Where did you grow up? 
Arcadia and Pasadena, California. 
 

Where did you go to school? 
Arcadia High, Pasadena City College, UC Santa 
Barbara, and San Jose State Univ. 
 

Where have you lived before moving here? 
I lived in the San Francisco Bay Area for many 
years. 
 

When did you move to the area? 
We moved here in 2005 
 

When did your interest in music begin? How 
long have you been playing the harp?  Why did 
you pick the harp? 
I was born with an interest in music and came from a 
musical family.  My mom said I had a repertoire of 
20 songs when I was 2.  Besides singing, I studied 
guitar, piano, and percussion.  I’ve been interested 
in the harp since early childhood after getting a tiny 
plastic toy harp from a gumball machine, but didn’t 
have the opportunity to begin studying until I was an 
adult.  I’ve been playing harp for well over 20 years. 
 

Talk about the music programs you have been 
involved with here in Bridgeville. 
It’s been a joy to work with the Bridgeville kids these 

past few years teaching harp and guitar.  It’s also 
been lots of fun to work with teacher Rachel Owen 
on ensemble and performance skills with the kids, 
especially during summer when we perform at 
BridgeFest and at other venues.  The Bridgeville 
Harp Ensemble consists of some of my adult harp 
students; I’m very proud of them for their dedication 
and ability to perform at various events. 
 

Besides music, what are some of your other in-
terests? 
Gardening, taking care of my animal companions, 
performing, and generally enjoying life in the hills 
with husband Michael.  In the Bay Area, I had two 
electric harp bands, Electric Angel and Lumina, and 
made a couple of albums.  But music has been a 
more recent career.  Most of my adult life, I’ve 
worked for large and small companies in various ca-
pacities including proposal and report writing, edit-
ing, and managing regulatory compliance programs.  
In this new mountain home, we’ve been exploring 
the homesteading adventure.  Now I’m glad to have 
this unique opportunity to use both my business and 
music backgrounds at the same location.  
 

How do you envision your tenure here at the 
Community Center? What are you enthusiastic 
about? 
I’m enthusiastic about the opportunity to draw this 
community closer together, help it thrive, and em-
power folks to improve the quality of our lives and 
the lives of our children.  This is a very diverse com-
munity and I believe that diversity is one of our 
strengths.  Embracing that diversity and learning 
how the Center can better enrich everyone’s lives is 
one of the exciting challenges.  I’ll add a plug here 
for everyone to return the survey they’ll soon be re-
ceiving to let us know what activities and services 
would mean the most to them. 
 

What are a few things that you would like to do/
accomplish in your life? (kind of like a mini 
bucket list) 
Make another music album, visit Ireland, make a 
difference in children’s lives, and leave our commu-
nity center a stronger place when someday 
(hopefully many years down the road) it’s my time to 
move on. 

Meet Lynne Reardon 



Sunday School- 9:45-10:45 am 
Morning Worship- 11:00-12:00 

Mid-Week Service– Wednesday 6:00 pm 

The Bridgeville  
Baptist Church 

 

We are on Alderpoint 
Road, just past the 
Bridgeville Bridge  

off Hwy 36.  

Bridgeville Community Center 
Adult ED Classes  
We Fit Your Schedule 

 

ESL ■ Driving Training Prep ■ Adult Basic Ed 
 

Private classes are available by appointment to start 
working toward your GED, Basic literacy, or other 
educational goals. 

 
Class times are flexible and designed to fit into each 

student's time constraints.  If you are interested in get-
ting a GED or in basic adult education classes, please 
call the BCC at 777-1775 to register.   

 
All Adult Ed  (GED, Basic Ed, and ESL) classes 
are held on Wednesdays  and by appointment. 

 

Call 777-1775 for more info 

    Harry Potter, Harry Potter, 
Harry Potter! Even if you haven’t 
read a single book or seen any of 
the movie versions in the series, you 
know what I’m talking about! Start-
ing in 1997, British author J.K. Rowling published a 
series of seven books about Harry Potter, a boy who 
is raised in the ordinary world by his aunt and uncle 
but who, as he approaches adolescence, discovers 
that he is one of the most famous wizards in the 
world. He goes on to attend a famous wizarding 
school, and then . . . well, I’d hate to be a spoiler. 
    As Hollywood brings us to the end of the series, 
here at Bridgeville School we’ve been revisiting the 
beginning. Mrs. Mullan and I have been hosting the 
Harry Potter Reading Club on Tuesdays and Thurs-
days for 30 minutes after school. We’re currently 
about two thirds through the first book of the series, 
Harry Potter and the Sorcerer’s Stone.      
    We borrowed 20 copies of the book and a set of 
audio tapes from the media library at the Humboldt 
County Office of Education. We meet in the library 
where the tubs of books are set out with bookmarks 
in place from the previous session. Students sign in, 
grab a book and find a comfy place to read. Every-
body opens a book and follows along as we listen to 
the story read magnificently by award-winning Eng-
lish actor Jim Dale. We’ve had as many as eighteen 
students show up, which in Bridgeville means HALF 
THE SCHOOL! 
    It’s a treat to see students show up voluntarily for 
an extra reading session after school. Students are 
expected to follow along as they listen, and from our 
observations they do a great job. At the end of each 
session, Mrs. Mullan hands out Harry Potter cards 
for everybody who followed along, which so far has 
been everybody, every time! 
    On another Harry Potter note, watch for our sale 
of collectibles and memorabilia at the community 
dinner on Thursday, December 9th. Lyn Javier of 
Larabee Valley, an avid fan herself, shared a portion 
of her extensive collection of Harry Potter memora-
bilia with us to be used for the benefit of students. 
We’ll be offering fun items for sale at prices compa-
rable to what can be found on eBay and other inter-
net sales sites. Proceeds will be used to support stu-
dent field trips. 
 

School 
News 

By Rachel Owen 

Need help with energy bills? 
 

Redwood Community Action Agency has a 
couple of services for income-eligible house-
holds.  The energy assistance program helps 
with energy bills, propane, and firewood 
purchases:  444-3834.  The weatherization 
program offers free weatherization, minor 
home repair services, and free refrigerator 
(as long as their funding lasts):  444-3831. 



~ ~ ~ Healthy Spirits Healthy Spirits Healthy Spirits ~ ~ ~  
The stores have been pounding Christmas into 

us since well before Halloween.  That’s a travesty to 
those of us who really enjoy Halloween and Thanks-
giving.  But, it is one we have to live with, at least for 
now, and so we might as well use it to our advan-
tage.  Every time we see a store window full of plas-
tic Christmas trees and fake snow it can remind us 
to think for a moment about what Christmas time 
really celebrates. 

Christians, of course, are celebrating the birth of 
the messiah but even before 2010 years ago this 
time of year was honored as a time when, in the 
heart of the darkness, we can hold each other and 
the sure knowledge that the world turns and the light 
returns.  Which is what the return of the messiah is 
also about.  So deep down, at winter solstice time 
everyone is celebrating the same thing.  But why the 
big thing about giving gifts?  Why in the world would 
people want to give gifts to each other? 

As a species we grew up in small groups on the 
plains of Africa.  We had to work together for every-
one to have enough to eat.  And we found that a 
good survival strategy was reciprocity, give and 
take.  If we gave away our extras to those whose 
hunt was poor, when our hunt was poor they’d give 
their extras to us.  Several social scientists working 
with computer models have demonstrated that this is 
indeed the best survival strategy (see Steven 
Pinker’s work). Now we are lucky enough to live in a 
time when there is abundance and reciprocity as a 
survival strategy is not readily visible but I believe 
that is still a strategy we are using and that give and 
take makes our social weave become tighter.  It’s a 
rather utilitarian view of altruism, that you should 
scratch your neighbors back so you can turn around 
and get yours scratched, but scientifically it appears 
to be true.   It is simple - to continue in our incredible 
abundance we need each other. Even in our rich 
society with our ability to shut the doors behind us 
we are still very interdependent, no one can do it 
alone. Even out here where we pride ourselves on 
our ability to go it alone I challenge you to come up 
with one person who is really living without the help 
of others. 

Somewhere on the plains we also developed a 
sense of fairness.  Perhaps because in a small 
group if someone has too much or is too stingy it 
creates envy which disrupts the ability of the group 
to work together and therefore decreases their 
chances of passing on their genes as opposed to 
the group in the next valley that shared well and 
multiplied in greater numbers.  The why of a sense 
of fairness is speculation but there are some very 
clever social studies that confirm we do have one. 

So Christmas giving is a chance to engage in fair-
ness and redistribute wealth.  To continue the very 
human tradition of helping those with less to have 
more, of scratching each others backs and creating 
mutual obligations. 

Our baser and nobler motives/actions powered 
by ancient instincts may drive us to celebrate these 
ancient holy days but I’m going to admit I don’t buy it 
as the whole story.  I believe in a kind universe and 
that The Universe/God/Whomever wants us to have 
and enjoy abundance but that we have an obligation 
to give back some of our undeserved wealth, to help 
the Universe/et al. redistribute the good stuff. And it 
isn’t all about redistributing material wealth, though 
certainly the tradition of donating to charities at this 
time is important.  It also has to do with sharing your 
talents, like musicians playing for school kids and 
shut-ins, or organizers giving their skills to groups 
that need focus, or older kids/adults giving time to 
play and role model for younger kids/teens.  It’s 
about sharing all we have and do so everyone gets 
to taste the good life.  And it needs to continue way 
beyond the holiday season.  As I’ve pointed out be-
fore, social engagement is predictive of less disease 
and later death (maybe there is something to that 
theory of reciprocity as a Darwinian mechanism).  
But, it also just makes you feel better to be good to 
others.  So ‘just do it!’ 

 I’d like to end this Christmas article with thanking 
someone who has certainly shared enough with this 
community to live a really long time and feel pretty 
good.  If you weren’t here 15 years ago you don’t 
know that Mike Guerriero was fundamental in the 
conception of the Community Center, central in the 
building of the structure and instrumental in getting 
the whole shebang going.  Most lately he’s kept the 
Center’s doors open through some very hard finan-
cial times when funding has become incredibly hard 
to find.  He took on the generally thankless task of 
being the administrator, dealing with the very unro-
mantic realities of budgets, grant seeking, employee 
issues and being the lightening rod for everyone’s 
complaints.  He’s done it with grace and fortitude 
and I want to thank him for his effort in keeping the 
community center here for all of us.  May it be an 
example for everyone to jump in, do a needed job, 
scratch a back and watch the Universe and your 
neighbors keep your cup full. 
 

 Forgive Often, Practice Gratitude, Work Hard 
Lauri Rose, BSN RN HNC 

The trouble with weather forecasting is that 
it's right too often for us to ignore it and 
wrong too often for us to rely on it.  

~ Patrick Young 



 

 
By Ann Matula Gyenis 
Certified Nutritional Consultant 

The Advance Directive:  
A  REALLY Good Idea  

 

What is it?  An advance directive is sometimes 
called a living will or a DPA-HC (Durable Power of 
Attorney for Healthcare) – it’s a document that states 
your preferences for medical care in advance of the 
need.  Also, it legally authorizes someone to be your 
substitute decision maker or “agent” to speak for you 
about medical decisions when you cannot speak for 
yourself.   
 

Why should you have one?  The main reason is so 
your loved ones (and medical caregivers) know in 
advance what your wishes are, so they don’t have 
the burden of trying to guess.  It’s just easier for eve-
rybody, and you get what you want and need.   It’s 
about peace of mind. 
 

How do you do it?  There are 
several ways including hav-
ing one drawn up by an attor-
ney, but in recent years, a 
very popular way has been to 
fill out a booklet called: “Five 
Wishes” 
 

The  Five Wishes booklet (is 
available online http://www.agingwithdignity.org/
forms/5wishes.pdf) or call me at 268-8444 and I will 
mail one to you.  It meets legal requirements in 35 
states including California. 
 
Five Wishes takes you step-by-step through this 
difficult and often emotional process in an easy- to-
understand http://www.agingwithdignity.org/
forms/5wishes.pdfmanner.  The five wishes are:  
 

1. The Person I Want to Make Care Decisions for me 
When I Can’t. 

2. My Wish for the Kind of Medical Treatment I Want 
or Don’t Want 

3. My Wish for How Comfortable I Want to Be 

4. My Wish for How I want People to Treat Me 

5. My Wish for Want I Want my Loved Ones to Know 
 

People who have done this say the best part was 
having a real and meaningful conversation with their 
family about values and hopes for the future.   
 

There are many things in life that are out of our 
hands.  This booklet gives a way to control some-
thing very important – how you are treated if you get 
seriously ill.   

 by Peg Wheeler  
 

for Two Rivers Community Care Group:  
Neighbors Helping Neighbors (TRCCG) 

There are many things in 
life that are out of our 

hands.  This booklet gives  
a way to control some
thing very important – 

how you are treated if you 
get seriously ill. 
…Aging with Dignity 

Don’t Trust the ………………… 
 

…voluntary quality control system in the nation’s 
food industry. The one trillion dollar food industry is 
contaminated with conflicts of interest, inexperi-
enced, private sector auditors and cursory inspec-
tions that produce inaccurate ratings, according to a 
recent article in the Washington Post. 

The defective inspection system is decades old 
and responsible for not catching the recent out-
breaks of salmonella in eggs and peanuts until hun-
dreds of folks were terribly sickened.   Wright County 
Egg and the Peanut Corp of America involved in 
these outbreaks had been given ‘superior’ ratings 
right before the incidents were reported. 

It is all about business and not public health.  
Name brand food products want to give the public 
assurance that their products are safe but are reliant 
on the quality of the ingredients they purchase from 
other suppliers—and therein lies the problem.   The 
makers of ingredients are not regulated by the gov-
ernment and pay independent auditors to give them 
high scores even when there are obvious problems.  
The cheapest auditors are often utilized to minimize 
expenses and you usually get what you pay for. 

Even Earthbound Farm, a respected food sup-
plier, was damaged by E .coli contamination in spin-
ach four years ago.  Basic inspections require ticking 
off a checklist and not microbial sampling for bacte-
ria. “Good audits are purely incidental.” says Will 
Daniels, overseer for food safety for Earthbound Farm. 

Most food makers know when their hired auditors 
are arriving and prepare for it.  When the FDA  did 
show up at Wright County Egg, however, they found 
piles of manure, live mice and dead maggots in the 
facility.  The FDA has the authority but not the re-
sources to monitor the estimated 150,000 food proc-
essing plants in the USA though.  It gets worse—
there are an estimated 250,000 facilities overseas 
that supply U.S. consumers. 

What can we do?  Note that Costco, Sam’s Club 
and Wal-Mart have some of the most aggressive 
testing requirements out there and Earthbound Farm 
is now testing for pathogens when they receive the 
product and again when it is packaged.  Wash pro-
duce thoroughly before preparing and read the label!  
Find out where the product is manufactured.  A 
quick computer check on the company will give you 
lots of information.  Your family deserves the best.  
Grow or raise what you can. 

Very Merry Christmas!! 



   News From The Hive 
By Skylar Blue 

  
  The Thanksgiving holiday is always a time to be 

thankful for all the wonderful things in our life. It is 
also a time to remember how those things came to 
be. For almost 5 years now, the Bridgeville Volun-
teer Fire Company has given us all a better chance 
at life, some of us literally, that is entirely volunteer. 
The BVFC have fished of us out of the Van Duzen, 
transported us to area hospitals, stopped our car 
fires, waited until other authorities came to help us, 
and made sure that our welfare was their major con-
cern. It is time to make sure that those life-saving 
volunteers and their services to all of us can con-
tinue. With the increases in the price of fuel and any-
thing that has to do with oil, we need to dig even 
deeper than ever to assure the BVFC's and our own 
survival. 

Chief Benny Fleek has said that any contribution 
would be very appreciated, and very essential, to the 
volunteer fire company we so direly need. With the 
nasty weather just beginning, let's all forgo one pre-
sent for our family and contribute to the continuation 
of our beloved volunteer fire company. You can ei-
ther send your contribution to the Bridgeville Com-
munity Center c/o BVFC, or directly to our chief, 
Benny Fleek (777-3424). 

I know we are all tightening our belts and hoping 
to outlive this financial storm, so I don't take for 
granted what it takes for any of us to find a few more 
bucks, but the services of the BVFC cannot be taken 
for granted. We can't lose these valuable volunteers 
and their completely selfless work that they do for all 
of us out here in our wonderful mountain community. 
From the bottom of my heart, please help us con-
tinue with this monumentally important, completely 
community financed service. Merry, merry Christmas 
to all and to all a good night...and a safer one, also. 

Email Scam Warning 
 

BEWARE OF E-MAIL SENT 

FROM A FRIEND SAYING HE 

OR SHE IS ON A TRIP OUT OF 

THE COUNTRY (ENGLAND), 

WAS MUGGED, AND NEEDS 

YOU TO SEND MONEY TO 

THEM.  NEVER PROVIDE PERSONAL IN-

FORMATION IN RESPONSE TO ANY 

EMAIL, NO MATTER HOW OFFICIAL IT 

LOOKS. THIS SCAM HAS BEEN RE-

PORTED IN FERNDALE AND BRIDGE-

VILLE. IT'S NOT REAL, AND IT'S NOT 

JOKE, SO BE CAREFUL. 

Have A Green HOLIDAY 
 

More household waste is produced be-
tween Thanksgiving and New Years than 
any other time of the year - as much as six 
million additional tons. The 2.6 billion holiday 
cards sold each year in the United States 
could fill a football field 10 stories high. And 
then there are the mountains of gift-wrap, 
Styrofoam peanuts, Christmas trees and candy 
boxes that generally end up in the landfill. But it 
doesn't have to be that way. There are alternatives 
to highly packaged gifts and prepared food trays. 

 There are plenty of environmentally friendly gifts 
available.  

 

Buy Smart - think 'green'  
 

•  look for locally made gifts - many gifts in to-
day's marketplace come from halfway around the 
world, and the impact of transportation contributes 
significantly to greenhouse emissions and global 
warming. Local craft fairs and artisan shops are a 
good source for gifts that come without the added 
costs of transportation.  

 

•  choose gifts made from recycled sources - 
many individuals and small businesses have devel-
oped great products using recycled materials. Sup-
porting these businesses helps reduce the waste 
stream while promoting the concept of making best 
use of available materials.  

 

•  give 'battery-free' gifts - According to the EPA, 
about 40% of all battery sales occur during the holi-
day season. Discarded batteries are an environ-
mental hazard. Even rechargeable batteries find 
their way into the waste stream eventually. Here are 
a few examples of gifts that have less of an impact 
on the environment:  

 

•  avoid children's toys that promote violence - 
there is too much violence in the world, and the new 
wave of video games for children is disturbing. Re-
member the theme of Christmas is "Peace on 
Earth". There are many toys and games that are fun, 
and nurture children’s creativity and sense of active 
play.  

 

•  're-gifting' is OK - there is much discussion 
about etiquette behind the trend to 're-gift', that is, to 
pass on a gift you received but do not need. What's 
to discuss? Re-gifting makes perfect sense. If you 
receive something you really don't need, look for 
ways you can reuse this gift by passing it on to 
someone who can use it. Of course, re-gifting needs 
to be done with care so as not to offend the original 
giver, but keeping a gift you don't need is wasteful. 

 
Source: www. eartheasy.com 



By Attila Gyenis 

That’s A Good Idea 
 

I constantly have people suggesting topics for 
my columns. Okay, not all the time but it has 
happened a few times. When it does happen, I 
tell them ‘that’s a good idea’ before I promptly 
forget it.  Forgetting the idea is not always intentional; 
sometimes they actually suggest something that I 
would want to write about. The only reason I mention 
this is because I had suggestions from two people for 
this month’s column, and I have forgotten both ideas. 
So now I am left to my own devices. Here it goes. 

The creative process is interesting. Trying to come 
up with an original thought, something that you don’t 
remember ever reading or hearing about, seems to 
border on brilliant and strange. ‘Brilliant’ because you/
re making an original creation; ‘strange’ because why 
would a person need to have to say something that 
has never been said before? And after it is all said and 
done, haven’t we heard it all before anyway?  

I have ideas about new things occasionally. I had 
this idea a long time ago, but since I haven’t acted on 
it in the past 25 years, I’ll offer it to the universe. You 
know how when your car battery dies, you have to find 
another car, fumble with the hoods, find the jumper 
cables, determine which terminal is negative and posi-
tive, connect the cables in the correct order, make 
sure that the battery doesn’t explode (do car batteries 
really explode if the jumper cables are connected in-
correctly?), jumpstart the car, and then remove all the 
cables in the reverse order making sure that they don’t 
touch each other.  

Wouldn’t it just be easier if all cars had a plug on 
the outside, like a house plug, where you could just 
attach a electrical cord from one car to the other, it 
would only go in one way, and then you sit back in the 
car and start it? No opening the hood in the cold, no 
need to remember ‘connect the red to negative, or is it 
the positive,’ just plug the two cars together like plug-
ging in your cell phone charger. Isn’t that a thought? 

Of course, if you use different brands of cell phones, 
you know they all have different connectors so you can’t 
use the same charger for all your phones, each one re-
quires their own unique adaptor.  Getting all the car 
companies to agree on a universal plug would be al-
most impossible. You would also have the Tow Truck 
Drivers Association against it because it would cut into 
their business. That reminds me of something else I want 
to talk about– how the tow truck industry makes money 
off you whenever you innocently park your car in a no 
parking zone and charge you $225 to get your car 
back. Is that highway robbery or just street robbery?  

Okay, I’m out of new ideas. So here is an old one. 
Have a Happy and Safe Holiday.    Peace. 

Random Thoughts Entertainment "Lasts" 
 
 

BUDDY HOLLY  
Buddy Holly's last performance was on February 2, 
1959.  
 
DIANA ROSS & THE SUPREMES  
Diana Ross performed for the last time with the 
Supremes during a show in Las Vegas in 1970. 
 
ED SULLIVAN SHOW  
The last Ed Sullivan Show on CBS-TV was June 6, 
1971. Running for more than 20 years, the Ed Sulli-
van Show was the longest running variety show on 
TV. The first show had been telecast on June 20, 
1948. 
 
LATE NIGHT WITH DAVID LETTERMAN  
David Letterman's last show on NBC was on Friday, 
June 25, 1993. He moved to CBS in August 1993 to 
host "The Late Show with David Letterman." 
 
MARY TYLER MOORE SHOW 
The staff of WJM-TV had a going-away party, as the 
last episode of "The Mary Tyler Moore Show" was 
broadcast on March 19, 1977 - Everyone was fired 
except the inept Ted Baxter. The show had been a 
popular hit for seven years. 
 
PERRY MASON  
Erle Stanley Gardner wrote 75 mysteries starring the 
fictional lawyer Perry Mason. The first was "The 
Case of the Velvet Claws" in 1933 and the last was 
"The Case of the Troubled Trustee" in 1956. 
 
MILTON BERLE SHOW  
The last "Milton Berle Show" aired on ABC on Janu-
ary 6, 1967. 
 
SILENT MOVIE  
The last U.S. feature-length movie released without 
any soundtrack was THE POOR MILLIONAIRE 
(1930), starring Richard Talmadge and Constance 
Howard. It was released by Biltmore Pictures in April 
1930. 
 
STRADIVARIUS VIOLIN  
Italian violin maker Antonius Stradivarius of Cre-
mona made his finest instruments after 1700. His 
last surviving instrument was dated 1737, the year of 
his death. 
 
TONIGHT SHOW  
The last "Tonight Show" with Johnny Carson as host 
was May 22, 1992. 



The Mad Group - Invites you to join us!! 
 

When: Sundays @ 2:00 pm 
Wednesdays @ 5:30 pm  
Where: Community Center, Mad 
River (on Van Duzen Road)  AA 

Please spay and neuter your 
pets. There are already enough 
strays. Thank you. 

ARE WE CRAZY OR WHAT?
(BACK TO THE LAND IN OUR 60's) PART  10 

 

A Winter’s Tale 

Twas the night of the big snow 
And the moon was all aglow 
When out of the chimney rose 
A Goblin with a huge red warty nose; 
Her eyes the yellow of a Meadow Lark 
She wore brightly painted slippers 
Under a dress made of skins and bark 
And in her woven basket carried 
Many gifts of wonder and merry. 
 
Now, Saint Nick may be all the rage 
But let me tell you of this Goblin sage 
Who comes in winter’s frozen ice 
Sliding down inside that chimney pipe 
Of anyone who has been naughty or nice 
As she believes in one’s inherent worth 
Be you a saint, or someone to give a wide berth. 
 
She sits by the warmth of the fire 
Opening gifts tied with velvet-wrapped wire 
And lined inside with chocolate cream 
Where on top lies you’re every dream: 
Of sugar plums or that Browning shotgun 
Of more good friends or just to blend 
Of eating huckleberry pie under a blue sky 
Of your lover’s spat to mend 
Of a new 4W drive or something new to buy 
Of a job that is easy but makes ends meet 
Of climbing the mountain that was such a feat. 
 
Whatever your dream may be 
Whether a value, a thing or just plain fun 
That shrewd Goblin gives to you and me 
All that we hope for under the sun 
Even when we don’t know what it is 
She knows what would give us bliss 
So keep on doing what you do 
And this winter before the end of the year 
You’ll have all that you desire plus good cheer 
 

Kate McCay and Lyn Javier, Larabee Valley 

CHRISTMAS  
BAZAAR 

  

Saturday, December 4, 
2010   from 9 - 3 

  

at the MAD RIVER 
COMMUNITY HALL on 

VAN DUZEN ROAD 
  

SPECIAL!!!!  
STVFD COOKBOOK 

HOT OFF THE PRESS! 
  
  

ARTS & CRAFTS  
BAKE SALE   RAFFLE 

  

LUNCH 11:30 - 2  
(FOR A NOMINAL FEE) 

  
 
Sponsored by the HUMBOLDT-
TRINITY RECREATION ALLIANCE 
 
All proceeds for the area kids' Christ-
mas gifts 
 
Tables $10  Call Jacque at 574-6188 
or Jeannie at 574-6683 



Thank you Sponsors  
for making the newsletter possible. 

 
Newsletter Sponsors for 2010 

 
Kent & Catherine Stanley (Alder Grove Nursery), Bridge-
ville Booster Club,  Graham & Gloria Cottrell (Cottrell 
Ranch), Charis, Charles & Jan Rose, Wayne & Betty 
Heaton, R.O.ADKILL, Lauri Rose, Mike Guerriero & Rose 
Valentine, Dan & Karen Sanderson, Sky Blue, Mark & 
Nancy Vellis/ Mark Vellis Construction, TEAM OUTPOST, 
James & Judy Nelson, Claudia Zellner, Jessie Wheeler, 
Claudia Sauers,  Mel & Lauren Shuman, Dave Vegliano,  
John & Peggy Rice, Dennis & Dottie Simmons/ Simmons 
Natural Bodycare, TEAM Prozac, Eileen & Larry Crain, 
Acme Inc, Dean Martin,  Six Rivers Senior Citizens, Pam-
ela Markovich, Dean & Arlene Cunningham, Bob & Gloria 
Bruce/ Six Rivers Lions Club, Betty Anne Engel, Michael 
& Georgia Howeth/ McClellan Highland Ponies, Bridge-
ville School, Van Duzen Watershed Fire Safe Council, 
Marianne Pennekamp, Blocksburg Townhall Association, 
Alan & Rosalinda Brainerd, The Martin/Springer family, 
Mike Pottinger, Roger & Ida Schellhous, Dean Martin, 
Annette Brooks, Gregory & Carol Conners/Patterson Con-
ners Insurance Services, Lindsay Magnuson, First 5 
Humboldt, Don & Jackie Appleton, Albert & Betty Hunt, 
Mike & Virginia Mullan, Margaret & Joe Wheeler 
 

Bridgeville Community Center is a Federal non-profit or-
ganization. Please consider donating to support the news-
letter and the community center. 
 

To be a sponsor for this newsletter, please 
send a contribution of $25 or more to: 

 

Bridgeville Community Newsletter 
P. O. Box 3 

Bridgeville, CA 95526 
 

For Information, contact BCC at (707) 777-1775 

Thank You  Bridgeville  
Trading Post 

HELP WANTED – Playgroup Coordinator for 
"First 5 Humboldt" program, $10/hour. 
Seeking parent interested in coordinating 
two playgroup meetings per month for other 
young families to get together for fun and 
socialization in Bridgeville.  Prefer parent of 
child or children in the 0-5 age group.  Con-
tact the BCC at 777-1775 for job description 
and application. 
 
For Sale – Beautiful hand-loomed socks. 
Great holiday presents. Place your order by 
calling Annee at 777-3103 (no Friday night 
or Saturday calls please). 
 
Chimney sweeper wanted – There is some-
thing stuck in the chimney since last Christ-
mas.  Haven’t been able to build a fire.  And 
while you are on the roof, can you chase 
those deer with the antlers off? They have 
been making quite a racket. Especially the 
one with the glowing nose. 
 
Metal Roofing Wanted – Used or surplus 
corrugated Metal roofing wanted. Will re-
move or pay nominal fee.  Please call Gene 
Bender (707) 358-0260 

 

Strong and Better Balance 
Classes Tuesday and Thursday 

10:30—11:30 (free) 
At the Bridgeville Community Center 

 
 
 
 

 

landsearch@hughes.net  

EcoBroker ® Certified!  

PET VOUCHERS AVAILABLE! 
 

 There is still funding available from the Marian Ledger-
wood Fund to cover 50% of your cost for spaying or 
neutering your pet.  Come by the Bridgeville Commu-
nity Center office to pick up a voucher for each animal 
(limit 6).  We have made arrangements with the Animal 
Health & Surgery Center in Fortuna. 



Bridgeville Community Newsletter                    
PO Box 3 
Bridgeville, CA 95526 
Change Service Requested 
 

 
      POSTAL PATRON 

If you wish to be added or re-
moved from the Newsletter 
mailing list, please contact the 
BCC.   

NONPROFIT ORG 
US POSTAGE PAID 

BRIDGEVILLE, CA 95526 
PERMIT NO.2 

Attention– All Contributors! 
Email, snail mail & hand deliver your articles and 
announcements to the Bridgeville Community Center 
by the 20th of each month. Thank you.  Support 
the Newsletter, contribute, and enjoy 

December 2010 
Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

      1 
Girls basketball - 
Cuddeback here 
@ 4PM 

2 
BES Awards 
Assembly @ 
1:30 

3 4 
Mad River 
Christmas Ba-
zaar from 9 - 3  

5 
Breakfast  with 
the Six Rivers 
Senior Group 8 
- 11 AM 

6 
BES School 
Board meet-
ing @ 5:30 
PM 

7 
Girls basket-
ball - Loleta 
here @ 4 

8 
DELL'ARTE 
Performance 
@ 10 AM 

9 
BCC Holiday 
Craft Fair & 
DINNER 4 - 8 
pm 

10 
Girls Basketball 
Tournament in 
Crescent City 

11 
Girls Basketball 
Tournament in 
Crescent City 

12 
Breakfast at the 
Carlotta Grange 
8 - 11 AM 

13 14 
BES Winter 
Dance 4-6 PM 
 
BOOKMOBILE 
10:30 AM 

15 16 
BES HOLIDAY 
PROGRAM @ 
6 PM 

17 
COMMODITIES 
10 - 3 
 
BES School out 
at 2 PM 

18 

19 
Breakfast with 
BVFC 

20 
Winter Break, 
No School !!!! 

21 
Winter Break, 
No School !!!! 
 
First day of 
Winter 

22 
Winter Break, 
No School !!!! 

23 
Winter Break, 
No School !!!! 

24 
BCC  CLOSED 
 
Winter Break, 
No School !!!! 

25 
Ho Ho Ho 
MERRY  
X-MAS! 

26 27 28 
R.O.S.E. van 
10 - 1 

29 30 31 
BCC CLOSED 
 
New Year’s Eve 

January 3 -  
BES BACK TO 
SCHOOL 

The Bridgeville Com-
munity Website is up 
and running. Previous 
newsletters are avail-
able on the website. 
Public computers are 
also available at the 
community center. Visit us at: 
 

www.BridgevilleCommunityCenter.org 

WEEKLY 
  

• Tuesday & Thursday  10:30 - 11:30 - Strength & 
Balance Exercise Class 

• Tuesday    - Medical Clinic 10 - 4  For appointment,  
call STHS 574-6616 

• Wednesday - ADULT EDUCATION 8:30 - 2 pm 
• Wednesday - Alder Grove Charter School 
• Thursday - Senior Lunch at noon 
• Thursday -  Harp Class at 2 PM 
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